HUNGER-WEED, CORN BUTTERCUP, Ranunculus
wvensis L,

264. Hunger-weed, Corn Buttercup, Rdnuncu/us orvens/s
L. (X J); an erect annual with rather thick roots; stems up to
li ft. high, branched in the upper part, and very slightly hairy in
ffhe upper part; basal leaves deeply pinnately lobed, the lobes
broader than those of the stem leaves, with a few rounded teeth;
stem leaves with narrow linear segments; flowers small, the lower
developing into fruit before the others have faded; stalks clothed
with reflexed hairs; sepals (A, X 3) 5, spreading, hairy; petals

(B, X 3) 5, pale yellow, with a wedge-shaped scale over the
nectary at the base; stamens (C, X 5) rather few; carpels
(D, X 2i) few, free, in fruit compressed and covered with sharp-
pointed warts and with bristly margins (family Ranunculaceac)*
A common weed, and often abundant in neglected cornfields,
flowering and ripening its seed with the corn. It is a regular
companion of Fool's Parsley, Venus' Comb, and other similar
followers of the plough, and it often frequents stackyards. It
proves a pest to farmers because it gets bound up with the' straw
, in harvesting, being tall when growing in the shelter of the corn.
The prickly fruits are unique among our native buttercups, and
are readily spread by means of the hooked tubercles.
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